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Our warmest greetings to our valued 
supporters and SBF member companies,

Welcome to the Inaugural issue of the SBF 
Foundation newsletter. We hope to stay in touch 
with you, keeping you updated on our latest events and 
happenings.

This newsletter highlights our achievements and impact on the 
community and on our beneficiaries, made possible by partners and 
sponsors like you. Your generous donations have enabled us to further our 
mission of enhancing the contributions of the business community. This year in 
2015, our Foundation achieved a few significant milestones and partnerships. We set up our first scholarship with 
the Singapore University of Technology and Design as well as our first collaboration to support disadvantaged 
workers through Project IN by SG Enable. At our inaugural fundraising dinner on 9 October 2015, we announced our 
collaboration with the National Volunteer and Philantrophy Centre to encourage corporate giving. 

We urge our supporters and SBF member companies to come on board with us to: 
• Provide valuable industrial attachment opportunities for ITE students, at your local and overseas offices;
• Participate in the Business Leaders Giving Network;
• Support students from SUTD in their final-year projects, or provide them opportunities for internship; and
• Hire people with disabilities and help foster a more inclusive workforce.

Mrs Theresa Foo
Chairperson
SBF Foundation

April – September 2015

A cOllEcTIvE FOUNDATION OF ThE BUSINESS cOmmUNITy,  
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VISION 

A compassionate and pro-active 
business community, playing its part 
to build an inclusive Singapore.

MISSION

To encourage, enable and enhance the contributions 
of the business community to the social, vocational 
and educational upliftment of all in Singapore.
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SbF FoundAtion ScholArShip At 

SingApore univerSity oF technology And deSign

pArtnerShip with 

Sg enAble

The Singapore Business 
Federation (SBF) and the 
SBF Foundation signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Singapore University of 
Technology and Design (SUTD) 
on 29 April 2015 to establish a 
new scholarship programme 
– our first with an institute of 
higher learning.

Under the programme, the 
SBF Foundation will provide 
12 scholarships to Singapore 
undergraduates with 
demonstrated financial needs. 
The scholarship covers tuition 
and a small allowance over the 
course of a four-year tertiary 
education.

The scholars will be given coveted 
internship opportunities with SBF 
member companies, as well as 
opportunities to attend various 
forums and networking events. 
This broad-based exposure will 

Disadvantaged young adults will 
receive a helping hand through 
Project IN, a collaborative effort 
between the SBF Foundation 
and SG Enable, an agency 
dedicated to helping persons 
with disabilities. 

Launched this year, this two-
year pilot programme will 
help 50 young adults with 
intellectual disabilities including 

give them real-world work experience, 
equipping them with valuable 
leadership skills, particularly in the 
fields of technology and engineering. 
Through this programme, we hope 
to groom high-calibre candidates 
who will contribute meaningfully 
to Singapore’s technology and 
engineering sectors.

The programme’s first three scholars 
were selected in August 2015.  
As business leaders and corporate 
executives, you can help by providing 
them with internship opportunities. 
As part of the collaboration, SBF 
member companies will also have 
access to SUTD’s faculty and 
research centres.

autism become more employable 
through internships and on-the-
job coaching, with the goal of 
helping them integrate smoothly 
into the workforce. These young 
adults will be given real-world 
work opportunities that will help 
them learn vocational skills and 
the ability to perform wide-ranging 
tasks. Through these, they will gain 
valuable life skills that will put them 
in good stead in the working world.

“They take their responsibilities seriously 
and I am happy to be guiding them 
seeing them improve and working 
independently.”
Mr Hassan Bin Asbilah,  
Logistics Assistant, Hans (F&B)

“…my son has changed to a more confident 
person by attending the programme. I see 
the value in this programme.’”
Parent of beneficiary

“We believe that people with disabilities 
should be given good opportunities to 
integrate into the society and workplace. 
In Han’s or Hanis, we treat the person with 
disabilities as members of the family. We are 
committed to train the disabled to become 
able and live their dignified lives.”
Mr Han Choon Fook,  
Managing Director, Han’s (F&B)

“Our work with the interns has been very 
enriching, and at the same time beneficial for 
the organisation’s productivity. They are very 
happy when they come to work, and always 
look forward to their daily work with us. This 
passion and enthusiasm has also motivated 
our other colleagues and contributed to a 
more positive work environment.” 
Mr Aloysicus Ng,  
Supervisor, Environmental Services (Linen), 
National University Hospital

OUR WORK

Signing Ceremony (L to R Seated): Professor Thomas Magnanti (President, SUTD), Mr Ho Meng Kit  
(CEO, SBF) and Mrs Theresa Foo (Chairperson, SBF Foundation). L to R Standing: Mr Philip Ng  
(Chairman, SUTD Board of Trustees) and Mr S S Teo (Chairman, SBF).

Participating employers will be 
given guidance and support on 
hiring staff with disabilities as an 
alternative manpower source. To 
date, 19 young adults have been 
supported and placed in internships 
with three employers. The second 
batch of students will be emplaced 
in 2016 with employers in industries 
such as Healthcare, Retail, F&B and 
Integrated Maintenance Services.
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ite-overSeAS induStriAl 
AttAchment progrAmme

eQuAl-ArK 
progrAmme 

Global exposure helps people  
go places. With this in mind,  
the ITE-Overseas Industrial 
Attachment programme  
provides valuable opportunities 
for ITE students to gain overseas 
working experience through  
fully-funded overseas work 
stints, as well as mentorship  
and guidance.

ITE OIAP briefings with companies organised by SBF Foundation and ITE ITE Students on the OIAP programme.

“I have learnt a lot of things and 
gained valuable knowledge from this 
trip… We are considered lucky to have 
good opportunities to see what other 
countries are doing, their culture and 
working lifestyle. This prepares us for 
real working life.”

OIAP to Kulim, Malaysia  
– Frontken (Malaysia) Student,  
Nitec in Mechanical Engineering

Sport has long been a great 
platform for the acquisition of 
valuable life skills. EQUAL – an 
innovative school-based Equine 
Assisted Learning Programme 
– aims to provide social, 
emotional, behavioural growth 
and development in youth, helping 
them to succeed in school and 
beyond. The Foundation is one 
of the programme’s partners, 
enabling it to reach out to some 
450 students through 2,700 
workshop sessions.

In September 2014, March and 
August 2015, briefing sessions were 
held for more than 45 SBF member 
companies to provide information 
and networking opportunities 
for industry partnerships. For a 
start, our funding will go towards 
supporting 19 students who will be 
attached to five companies from 
July 2015.
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inAugurAl FundrAiSing 
dinner

The SBF Foundation held its 
inaugural fundraising dinner  
on 9 October 2015 at Gardens  
by the Bay. The event was  
graced by Minister for National 
Development, Mr Lawrence 
Wong and attended by close to 
500 prominent members of the 
business community. More than 
S$1 million was raised from  
the dinner. 

Mrs Theresa Foo, Chairperson of 
SBF Foundation, also announced 
our partnership with the National 
Volunteer & Philanthropy Centre 
(NVPC) on a series of programmes 
that support companies and 
corporate leaders in their corporate 
giving journey. One of the 
programmes, the Business Leaders 
Giving Network, is a network for 
C-Suite executives to embrace and 

champion corporate giving, and 
provide a multiplier effect among 
the business community. Quarterly 
rountables will be held from end of 
2015 onwards.

Interested in learning more about 
corporate giving and philanthropy? 
Please contact us at tansherleen@
sbffoundation.org.sg. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

Minister Lawrence Wong addressing guests at the SBFF Fundraising Dinner.

Minister Lawrence Wong took to the stage to raise funds for SBFF. Sharing by Ms Michel Sim, recipient of SBFF scholarship at SUTD.

Ms Tan Sher Leen
Senior Manager (Programme & Operations)
Email: tansherleen@sbffoundation.org.sg

Ms Xu Yingshi
Manager (Corporate Engagement & Fundraising)
Email: xuyingshi@sbffoundation.org.sg


